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What do I already know? What am I learning now? 

• Anglo-Saxons were invited by Britons to help defend against external threats. 

• Many Anglo-Saxons came peacefully, around 450 CE, to find land to farm. 

• St Augustine worked to convert the Anglo-Saxons from paganism to Christianity. 

• Anglo-Saxon England was a Heptarchy (ruled by seven kingdoms). 

• Alfred the Great built forts and walled towns to protect Anglo-Saxons from attack. 

1. Who were the Vikings? 
2. What was life like for the Vikings? 
3. Why did the Vikings raid Britain’s monasteries? 
4. Was Danegeld an effective strategy? 
5. Who came after Alfred the Great? 
6. How did the Viking Age and Anglo-Saxon rule come to an end? 

Chronology Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

 

The Vikings were explorers 
and traders from 

Scandinavia. 
 

Similar to the Anglo-Saxons, 
Viking society was a 

hierarchy with a king at the 
top. 

 

People settled problems and 
made decisions through a 
vote at a meeting called 

a ‘Thing’. 
 

Men would be skilled 
labourers and farmers, 

whilst women would take 
care of the home and family. 

 

Vikings raided Britain, to 
acquire wealth and prove 

their courage in battle. 

Monasteries, such as 
Lindisfarne, were easy raid 

targets filled with treasures. 
 

The Anglo-Saxons began 
paying the Vikings Danegeld 

to prevent further raids. 
 

In 865 CE an army of Vikings 
arrived wanting to conquer 
land rather than just raid it. 

 

Over time, the Anglo-Saxons 
conquered the land back 

and created a unified 
England.  

 

In 1066 CE, William of 
Normandy won the Battle of 

Hastings which ended 
Anglo-Saxon rule in England.  
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People who travels to search for 
something. 
 

People who buy, sell or swap things. 
 

A region in northern Europe made up of 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 
 

An account of events, often in 
chronological order. 
 

The members of a community. 
 

A group of people separated according 
to their level of authority. 
 

A sudden, surprise attack. 
 

A person who practices a religion that 
worships many gods. 
 

A community of monks, or the buildings 
used by this community. 
 

To gain control by force. 
 

Brought together as a single thing. 
 

A region of northern France. 
 

The period of a monarch's rule. 
 

A person who receives another person's 
property or title after their death. 

Significant People 

Athelstan 
 

 
 

• Became King of the 
Anglo-Saxons in 924 CE. 

• Conquered York, the last 
Viking kingdom. 

• Became the first Anglo-
Saxon king to rule over 
the whole of England. 

Edward the Confessor 
 

 
 

• Became King of England 
in 1042 CE. 

• Devoted himself to 
religion.  

• Died without leaving an 
heir in 1066 CE, creating 
a battle for power. 

 


